
  

  

Doing the Right Thing 

“If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, 

he has denied the faith.”   

1 Timothy 5:8 

Our friends Keith and Mary Korstjens have been married for more than forty years. 

Shortly after their honeymoon, Mary was stricken with polio and became quadriplegic. 

The doctors informed her that she would be confined to a wheelchair for the rest of 

her life. It was a devastating development, but Keith never wavered in his 

commitment to Mary. For all these years he has bathed and dressed her, carried her 

to and from her bed, taken her to the bathroom, brushed her teeth, and combed her 

hair. 

Obviously, Keith could have divorced Mary in 1957 and looked for a new and 

healthier wife, but he never even considered it. We admire this man not only for doing 

the right thing, but for continuing to love and cherish his wife. Though the prob lems 

faced by the rest of us may be less challenging than those encountered by the 

Korstjens, each of us will confront some kind of hardship in the years ahead. How will 

we respond? 

Just between us . . . 

• Do you worry about failing health down the road? 

• When you’re sick, how well do I care for you? 

• Have you ever resented having to serve me during times of sickness  or disability? 

• How could illness—either minor or serious—actually strengthen our marriage? 

Lord, we don’t want to deny the faith by failing to provide for those You have 

entrusted to our care. We ask for Your strength—especially when hardships come—to 

show enduring love in our marriage and in our family. Amen.  

Listen to today's broadcast of Dr. James Dobson's Family Talk 

at OnePlace.com.  For more from Dr. Dobson, visit the resource center 

at drjamesdobson.org. 

This devotional is taken from Night Light for Couples. Copyright © 2000 by James 

Dobson, Inc. All rights reserved . Used with permission. 
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